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And now its February. As | write this however, it is still January and currently a very wet and wild
day down on the Level. My dog was almost blown away! On a personal level, January is proving
very hectic for both Donna and |, we are keeping our fingers crossed that things will calm down
soon.

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Rector, Nathanael Hayler. Hopefully
we will see him at one of the Coffee Mornings at Pett Village Hall before too long.

In other news, the beach at Pett Level has been awash with onions and garlic. | know that our
MP, Helena Dollimore is trying to find out who is responsible for the spillage so we will keep you
posted.

Here’s looking forward to Spring bringing better weather and longer days!

Donna and Loulsa

Coffee Morning and Community Library
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Please come and join us at Pett Village Hall on the first Wednesday of every
month. There is always a delicious selection of homemade cakes!

Our Library is free to join, we have over 200 books which are refreshed
regularly.

Robert from East Sussex Hearing will be there for your NHS hearing aid
needs and batteries.

The Jigsaw library has a large selection of puzzles to suit all tastes.

There is always a member of the Parish Council on hand should you wish to
speak with them. 500 Club Winners will be drawn during the morning.

All proceeds are donated to charity so please come and join us; we would
love to see you!

Pett Parish Council Update

The council met in January and agreed the budget for the financial year 2026-27. | will repeat
what | said last month. The precept for the parish council will have increased by a large
percentage, almost completely owing to expenditure on the Pett Level toilets. However, for a
band D house this will work out at about £2 a week, still a small proportion of your total council
tax. | would also like to remind you that the budget will be available on Pettnet, as indeed are
all agendas, minutes and council policies. At the January meeting the council also agreed the
latest details of information available from the council under the Freedom of Information Act,
which will be posted on the net. Anything that is not on the website can always be requested
from the clerk. Depending what the item is and how you want to receive it (electronically or on
paper), there may be a small charge.

The Pett Level toilets were again discussed at the meeting. A quote has now been received for
clearing the ditch at the back of the toilets and round the side of the car park; this has been
accepted. The District Council’s tree officer is looking to see how any effect on the mimosa
tree at the side of the car park can be minimised. While this and the work to reduce leakage
are quite expensive, it is hoped that they will reduce the amount of waste that has to be
collected and therefore the related long-term cost.

As | have noted previously, the council is looking into replacing the slide in the children’s
playground. As well as this, it is applying for grants from some of the local supermarket chains
that support local developments, so that other activities can be added.

It has been noted that an oak tree appears to have been very poorly pruned on the right-hand
side of the road about halfway between the recreation ground and the top of Chick Hill. It is
not clear who authorised this or carried it out, nor why; the council is trying to find out. This
brings up the general point that, if you are planning to have trees pruned or taken down
completely, please make sure, first, that the tree is not protected and, second, that you use a
qualified arborologist in order that any work does not unnecessarily damage the tree. You also
need to make sure that there are no bats using the tree, nor any nesting birds during the
nesting season (1 March to 1 September).

I will not say anything more about local government reorganisation at present as there have
been no recent developments. However, both the clerk and | have joined the RALC (Rother
Association of Local Councils) working group, which has the aim of making proposals as to how
town and parish councils will communicate with the next tier of local government once district
councils disappear. As part of this, the group is planning to work alongside other districts in East
Sussex and to hear from officers of other counties where the reorganisation has already taken
place.

Flooding continues to be an issue. It was good to see that measures taken at Marsham Brook
Lane meant that, during recent heavy rainfall, there was no flooding. There are, however, still
issues at the bottom of Chick Hill and it is hoped to take steps to rectify the situation there.
The other place where there has been flooding is opposite the Two Sawyers as the houses on
the south side of the road are some way below the level of the road and the drains do not
appear to be working efficiently or may not have the required capacity. This has been reported
to Highways and it is hoped that the situation will be discussed.

Planning was, as usual, also on the council’s agenda. It was noted that no progress had been
made regarding the unauthorised work on the cliffs at Pett Level or the apparent misuse of the
former Stamco field. The Rother planning committee has postponed its consideration of the
application for 35 houses at Wakeham’s Farm. While this is in Fairlight, both the construction of
the houses and the effect of the development on traffic once it is built is likely to have its
effect on Pett.

David Penfold, Chair, Pett Parish Council
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FREE VALUATIONS by Charles

SELLING IN PETT & PETT LEVEL
FOR 24 YEARS

PROFESSIONAL, PROACTIVE &
TRUSTWORTHY

Charles & Co.
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE SPECIALIST

Tel: 01424 259675

il: charles@charlesco.uk - Web: www.charlesco.uk

Church News - February

We welcome our new Rector, Revd Nathanael Hayler

By the time you read this the Induction and Collation service for our new Rector, Revd
Nathanael Hayler will have taken place at St Thomas’ Church in Winchelsea. This is a formal
ceremony in the church of England where a new priest is officially licensed to service in a parish
or benefice.

Nathanael will now have responsibility for the three parishes of Icklesham, Pett and
Winchelsea, which make up the newly formed Benefice. Nathanael’s first service for Pett will
be on Sunday 1% February, at the 8.30am service at St Nicholas in Pett Level. He will then lead
our 9.30am service at St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett on Sunday 15 February - see the
service calendar in this magazine for details of all the services in the Benefice for February.
Please do show your support for Nathanael as he begins his ministry in Pett and Pett Level.

Farewell to our Treasurer

Very sadly, our Treasurer, Heather Godwin, has made the decision to step down after 3 years in
the post. Heather has been an exceptional treasurer and has managed the church finances in an
exemplary way. Finding good church treasurers is not an easy task and Heather will be a very
hard act to follow. During her time, she has supported the church in so many ways - driving
forward grant applications to support the building works, growing the Friends

membership base and dealing with the numerous invoices for the recent building works, to
name just three. This will come as no surprise to those of you who know Heather. If you want
something done, she is the person who will make sure it gets done, and her drive and
enthusiasm, and sense of humour will be missed by the Parochial Church Council. Heather was
also very highly thought of by the Chichester Diocese staff, as evidenced by several emails |
have received, including this lovely comment from Daniel Lee, the Church Buildings Support
Officer based in Hove - ‘please do pass on mine and the Diocese’s best to Heather - she is
regarded highly amongst the team and will be missed’. | can echo Daniel’s comment - Heather
will be missed, and | would like to publicly acknowledge and thank her for all the hard work and
dedication she has given to the church over the past 3 years. Her work as Treasurer will have a
lasting legacy for the church and the village community.

As | commented above, finding a replacement for Heather will be a difficult task, but ’'m
pleased to say that Alison Evans, a member of our PCC has very kindly agreed to step into the
breach until we are able to appoint a new Treasurer on a more permanent basis. Thank you,
Alison. With Heather’s help, and with assistance from Winchelsea’s Treasurer, David Harris, Ali
is now finding her way around the role.

John Case

Churchwarden, St Mary & St Peter Church in Pett and St Nicholas in Pett Level
Nine Acres, Pett Road, Pett Village, Hastings, East Sussex, TN35 4HE

Mobile: 07536998530

Email: churchwardenforpett@gmail.com

Parish Registers — St Mary & St Peter Church, Pett
Baptism
Primrose Grace Langley on Saturday 10" January 2026
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PETT FLOWER SHOW AGM

Wed 4th March 2026
7.00 pm
AT PETT VILLAGE HALL.

THE COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE

YOU
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Free Quotations ¢ Fully Insured
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The 2026 Show will be
Sat 25th July.

Drawing rooms
Dining rooms
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Kitchens
Libraries
Studies
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Bargain Carpets & Floors

Carpet and Vinyl Flooring supplied and fitted.
Same choice as any shop but at up to half the price.

We can move your
furniture for you
and take away your old carpet.

For free home sample viewing and estimates
please call Stuart on 01424 855882 / 07734 659834
or email bargainfloors@hotmail.co.uk

Checkatrade.com

www.bargainfloors.co.uk
Where reputation matters

Checkatrade.com

LOCKSMITHS
www.surelockhomeshastings.co.uk
01424 538013 | 07535 511112
Email: surelockhomeshastings@yahoo.co.uk

Surelock Homes - your local locksmiths in Hastings
We supply a range of locksmith services.
NO call-out charge  OAP discounts * BS3621 locks
and reduced rates for customers with disabilities.

Experienced, fully insured East Sussex locksmith services from Surelock Homes. We are a LOCAL
Hastings company delivering a personal and friendly service to both businesses
and home owners. DBS/CRB checked and N.C.F.E. Accredited.

Benefice of Winchelsea,
Icklesham & Pett

. § %

CHURCH SERVICES - FEBRUARY

SUNDAY 1st FEBRUARY

St Nicholas, Pett Level 8.30am BCP Communion
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 8th FEBRUARY

All Saints & St Nicolas, Icklesham Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY
St Mary & St Peter, Pett 9.30am Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

SUNDAY 22nd FEBRUARY
All Saints & St Nicolas, Icklesham 9.30am Parish Eucharist
St Thomas, Winchelsea 11.00am Parish Eucharist

www.achurchnearyou.com

For all enquiries relating to St Mary & St Peter church in Pett and
St Nicholas church in Pett Level, please contact John Case, Church-
warden either by email - churchwardenforpett@gmail.com
or by phone on 07536998530




It's time to
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With award-winning not-for-profit care homes,
longer trial stays and Home for Life funding assurance.

Finally, care that feels good to Mum.
And to you.

Whitegates
Westfield
01424 232 396

oreensleeves
Ceare

Board Game Evening

15t Thursday of every month at

Pett Village Hall 7pm to 9pm
£2 per person

Come and enjoy a fun evening playing games with others and
hopefully learning to play a few new ones!

We have a selection of games on offer, or you can bring your
own to share.

Come with family/friends or on your own
Everyone is welcome.

Enjoy a digital detox, stimulate your brain, share a laugh
with others and reduce your stress levels.

Tea and coffee provided, or you can bring your own
refreshments

SCRABBLE'
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News from PLIRB

The winter months seem to get busier as the years go by, so there is plenty to update you on.

Wanedale Pest Control @

BOOK A DEMO

& Drainage Solutions

ALL PESTS UNDERTAKEN

Free quote
Fully Qualfied & Insured
Domestic & Commercial
Bird Proofing & Cleaning
Affordable Prices
Drain Cloaning & Jetting
CCTV Drain Surveys

First Aid

Most of the volunteer team at PLIRB are qualified First Aiders, having completed the Maritime
Casualty Care course. This requires recertification every three years, so back in November
twelve of us took part in this gruelling three-day course; a mixture of newbies and those doing
the course and sitting the exams for the second time in order to recertify. The next twelve will
follow in August 2026 on a rolling programme. We covered an exciting mix, with lots of scenario
training and running assessments. The best part was that, at the end of the three days, all
twelve students passed - even though we were called to attend a shout in the middle of the
first day! Well done everyone.

The Build

Progress continues with our extension build and we are hoping to break ground sometime in
March, with a 16 to 20 week build time, so should be ready and serviceable for the start of the
summer months. We would like to apologise in advance to our wonderful neighbours for

any additional noise or disruption during the build; we will invite you to the opening as a token
of our appreciation.

01424 256042 L ol NeY T - ViKY WIS ! 4

07816 220229 : ” m

FANCY IT UP - VICKY MAY

07761 892304
TORMAY@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

wanedalepestcontrol@yahoo.co.uk

www.wanedalepestcontrol.co.uk
MCA Approval

As many of you will know, we have been working hard over the past 18 months to gain Marine
Coastguard Agency (MCA) approval of our operation. We are so pleased to tell you that this has
now been achieved, thanks to the hard work and effort of the entire team.

Our systems have been tested and approved, our boat has been tested and approved, our
training has been tested and approved and, last but not least, our shore crew, boat crew and
management have been tested and approved.

Well done to everyone, a major achievement for PLIRB and its volunteers.

Play with purpose in 2026
by joining St Michael’s

Finally, please don’t forget our 2026 new boat appeal. We know that £150K is a big
ask, but please donate what you can, either online, scanning the QR code below, or by

Hospice Lottery sending a cheque to the address below. We know times are tough, but small amounts add up, so
UNIT 6, QUARRY FARM, BODIAM, EAST SUSSEX, TN32 5RA please do what you can. Thank you.
Specialist Memorial Masons Yl e the vext Please make cheques out to Pett Level Independent

£2,000 top prize Lottery winner?

serving Kent & Sussex Rescue Boat Association and send it to:

For just £1 a week, you could win up to £2,000 - with 58

. New memorials cash prize winners every Friday. PLIRB Financial Officer
+ Renovations All profits go towards supporting the community of 40 BrEde Valley View
+ Cleaning Hastings and Rother to live well with dying, death and loss. Icklesham
« Additional inscriptions East Sussex
Visit lottery.stmichaelshospice.com/ TN36 4DA

+ BRAMM listed register to sign up.
« All memorial fixers are City & Guilds qualified
+ 20 year stability guarantee on all new memorials

Gen
Tel 01580 831855 Players must be 18+
2 Please play responsibly
E-Mail: enquiries@yewtreestone.com Registered charity no. 288462 Gamble [CFt
Web: www.yewtreestone.com
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Hastings & Rother Legal Services Ltd

Your local Estate Planning Practitioner & Funeral Planning Specialist
Regulated by the Society of Will Writers & Estate Planners

Wills, Lasting Power of Attorney, Trusts
Fixed Fee Estate Administration (Probate)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans*
Lifetime Mortgage/Equity Release

All in the comfort of your own home

PEACE OF MIND.....that your wishes will be carried out
PROTECTION"........, for your family against rising funeral cost

AFFORDABILITY"....through a range of flexible payment options

FLEXIBILITY"......... that you can allocate your plan to someone else if necessary

Peter R Wallace FAIA, MCMI

“Glenthorne” Warren Road Fairlight TN35 4AN
Tel: 01424 813346
Mob: 07484 116384
Email: handrlegalservices@gmail.com

COASTGUARD LANE,
FAIRLIGHT, TN35 4AB

01424 813 373

We are a community Café serving
simply the best coffee, tea, cakes and
scones and home-made food using
local suppliers and local staff.
With great views over the channel
and a beautiful ambience
Visit our website at: www.coastguardcafe.co.uk
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Gardening Club Notes - January 2026 by June Harris

Our first meeting of the new year turned out to be one of our best ever, with an excellent talk
on “Gardening for Health”, from a most engaging and personable speaker, Dr. Richard
Claxton. Until last autumn Richard was a GP, having had a varied medical career over many
years. He is now the Chief Executive of the National Gardens Scheme, apparently an odd
career change, but as he explained, gardening has been an increasingly important part of his
life from his teenage years, when his mother took her extremely reluctant son to
Sissinghurst. He was told the story of its earlier owners, Vita Sackville-West and Harold
Nicholson, which enthralled him; that they had redesigned the gardens at Sissinghurst despite
their turbulent personal lives, was a revelation. He had also had a strong relationship during
childhood with his grandfather, a very keen gardener and these diverse influences

spawned his burgeoning interest in gardening. As his personal life progressed alongside his
medical career and he owned properties with gardens, gardening was first a leisure

activity, becoming also an escape from the stress of his working life as a junior doctor.

Over time Richard discovered more and more evidence of the healing powers of gardens and
gardening and realised they had been understood for many years; a monk 900 years ago having
written of the benefits, physical and mental, that “a sick man” had gained from taking in all
the plants, insects, colours and scents in his garden. More recently, Geoff Hamilton said it was
important to take the time to look at your garden and not simply focus on the work

aspect. Richard is also interested in photography and realised that in order to take a good
photo of a flower, for example, you need to focus intently on it until you’re sure you have the
best shot. During this time clearly you are “in the moment”, there is nothing else in your
world, so it is an example of “mindfulness,” nowadays much encouraged in mental health
therapy.

As a doctor, Richard experienced first-hand the worst medical aspects of the

Coronavirus epidemic. However, the adverse mental health aspects began to be better
understood, particularly the loneliness and isolation during the lock-down period. He
commented that it must have been terrible for so many families living in high-rise blocks of
flats with no access to outside space. There has since increased awareness of the importance
of access to green spaces and its benefits. During lock-down Richard became involved in an
Instagram collaboration headed by the well-known garden designer, Anne-Marie

Powell, ultimately being one of many contributors to her book “My Real Garden.” The book
details Anne-Marie’s creation of a new garden in lock-down but includes the gardening-related
stories of the other contributors’ lock-down experiences, much of the emphasis being on the
many physical and mental benefits derived from their gardens during this difficult period.

Evidence from recent studies has borne out these observations. Surgical in-patients at one
hospital recovered in two adjacent wards, one looking onto a brick wall, the other onto grass
and trees. The patients with the green outlook had lower blood pressure, needed fewer
painkillers and were ready for discharge earlier, in comparison with the patients in the ward
with no outlook. Other studies have shown that gardeners generally have physical benefits like
stronger bone density, lower blood pressure, less likelihood of developing diabetes and an
improved immune system, as well as mental benefits of a healthier brain resulting from the
many decisions gardeners make whilst gardening - their brains are “busy”.

Continued on page 19
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¢ O STLocks1066@amail.co
S.T Locksmiths

Our local experienced locksmiths are fully insured and trained in
non-destructive entry techniques to get you back indoors safely.

*No call-out fee *Free quotes given
*No hidden charges «Local Family Run Business

Open 6:00am - 10:00pm

07440323523

ARCHITECTURAL AND PLANNING SERVICES

PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL DRAWINGS

« Extensions + Renovations

+ Alterations + Change of Use

* New Builds « Technical Construction Drawings
» Loft Conversions + Party Wall Surveying

TOWN PLANNING INTERIOR DESIGN

» Pre-Application Advice » Space Audits

+ Permitted Development Advice * Lighting Design

+ Submission of Planning Applications + Full Space Design

* Supporting Statements + Colour Design

—< > d5CIOB Sy ripi -y cabe
x chasroacs meruTs Ovscmsen lo ) Ao
Ru BICON Contact us fora quote or free consultation:
M: 07968729563 | a: 01303 237704

enqguiries@rubiconbc.com | www.rubiconbc.com

Chartered Building Consultancy
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Continued from page 17

Richard gave several pertinent examples of detailed research and academic studies which have
documented specific positive results in a variety of areas. The RHS has a project where
schoolchildren have access to gardening, which has evened up learning ability with less able
children catching up with their peers. Community projects where derelict land has become
public green space has reduced vandalism in the area and improved the mental attitudes of
some of the disadvantaged people working on the projects. A case study Richard himself was
involved in concerned a young man whose physical and mental health was such that he had a
catalogue of issues including diabetes, was grossly overweight, agoraphobic, uncommunicative
and depressed. Having been prescribed a 10-week garden therapy course though, he was well
on the way to becoming the person he should have been, with many of his problems resolved or
improved and signing up for a course at Hadlow College!

Richard’s medical career, combined with his considerable gardening background and his belief
in the power of gardens and gardening to transform lives, have now culminated in his new NGS
appointment. He hopes to steer the organisation down a more diverse and inclusive path, so
that, alongside the “Special” gardens, there will be more focus on “Open” allotments and more
“Group” garden offerings, to encourage many more gardeners to offer their gardens to the
scheme as well as increasing the number of gardens the general public will be able to view,
enjoy and reap so many benefits from in the process.

QOur next meeting will be on Tuesday February 10" at 7.30 in the Catherine Holman Room
at Pett Village Hall. The speaker will be Graham Blunt with a talk on “Plants for a Changing
Climate.”

The New Beach Club
2026 Gigs and events

Sunday February 1%t 3pm  Amanda Simmonds

Sunday February 15" 3pm  Kings Blues Band

Sunday February 22" 3pm  The Always Band

Sunday March 8t 3pm  Pass The Cat

Sunday March 15t 3pm  Henry Bristow- St Patrick’s Day gig
Sunday March 22™ 3pm  Sound Syndicate

Sunday April 5th 3pm  The Rockitmen

Sunday April 12th 3pm  Helter Skelter

Sunday April 19t 3pm Little Big Stone

Sunday April 26t 3pm  Gina Cassisa
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Tara Begbie

MCFHP s®
MAFHP o,

Registered Member "
of the British

Association of Foot

Health Professionals

Home Visits

For preventative and
routine footcare including
ingrowing toenails,
verrucae, callus & corns

Tel: 07984 451005

Carpets & Soft Furnishings
Expertly Cleaned

Alocal, quality service is guaranteed. We
use the very latest equipment and
cleaning methods for the best
possible results.

FREE emergency stain removal is
available to all Pett residents!

Just phone (01424) 871444
Mike will be happy to take your call

Comﬁae/d

Cleaning Services Limited

Spectalist cleaning throughout Kent & Stussex

Innovation Centre, Highfield Drive, St. Leonards-
on-Sea, TN38 SUH
. inf leani:
Website: www.con leaning.or|
Members of the National Carpet Cleaners Association,

Which? rusted Trader
WhH?) NCCA

AATIOMAL CARPYY CLLANERS ASSOCUTIOR

farnsy@hotmail.co.uk
07967 794749
01424 815241

)

Fully Qualiﬁe and Insured
One-to-One Grooming

SERVICESEMFIND US|
% Bath & Deshed Darenth
% Hand Strip Fyrsway
#Pet Trim Fairlight
#Breed Standard TN35 4BG
% Nail Clip 07715 587489
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News from St Michael’s Hospice

Stay Up to Date Throughout the Year.

With 2026 underway, the best way to keep track of what’s coming up at St Michael’s Hospice is
by visiting their website, stmichaelshospice.com/event-diary regularly. New events will be
added throughout the year, along with updates, ways to book, and ways to get involved.
Whether you’re planning ahead or looking to support the Hospice this year, their website is
your go-to hub for everything happening in 2026. All profits from the 2026 events go directly
towards supporting and enabling the community of Hastings and Rother to live well with dying,
death, and loss.

Leave a gift in your Will.

Thinking about your legacy? Even leaving just 1% to St Michael’s Hospice while keeping 99% for
your loved ones can make a huge difference. One in three patients’ care is funded through gifts
in Wills, making it a powerful way to leave a lasting impact.

Your support, big or small, is vital in helping St Michael’s Hospice support and enable the
community of Hastings and Rother live well with dying, death and loss. To find out more about
how you can get involved, visit stmichaelshospice.com/support-us or call 01424 456296.

Join Our Thursday Coffee Stop & Saturday Social.

At a time where it’s easy to feel disconnected, a simple chat over a warm drink can make a
difference. That’s exactly why St Michael’s Hospice Thursday Coffee Stop and Saturday Social
exist, to bring people together, spark conversation, and create a welcoming space for anyone
who could use a friendly moment in their week.

These gatherings aren’t just for people with
a connection to the hospice. They’re open
to everyone. Whether you come alone or
with a friend, you’ll find a space to chat and
connect with plenty of tea, coffee, and
cake. Thursday Coffee Stop happens every
Thursday in the Hospice reception at 10am
to 12pm. Saturday Social happens on the
last Saturday of every month in the Arthur
Easton Centre at the Hospice at 10am to
12pm. We’re a small, friendly, informal group
which meets every Wednesday at Pett
Methodist Church Hall, from 1-4 pm. You
don’t need any experience to join us, just
plenty of enthusiasm, an open mind and a
willingness to share ideas and skills.

Meet the Seaside Stitchers

Do you love to sew, knit, crochet,
embroider or enjoy any other form of
textile craft, but find it a bit solitary?
Would you like to meet like-minded people
who share your enthusiasm for craft? If so,
you’ll find a warm welcome at the Seaside
Stitchers!

Email commvolunteering@
stmichaelshospice.com to find out more.

For more information,
please contact Donna at
donnagilbert1@sky.com
or Tel: 01424 812185.
We’d love to have you on
board, so please get in
touch!
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- GEM AUTO

SPECIALISED SERVICES LTD

VEHICLE SERVICING

VEHICLE MECHANICAL REPAIRS

VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
TYRES & WHEEL BALANCING

TIMING BELT / WATER PUMP
REPLACEMENT

MOT ARRANGEMENT
EXHAUSTS

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
BRAKES

TOW BAR & ACCESSORY
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CLUTCH REPAIRS
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WINCHELSEA - RYE

Lyn provides friendly, expert,
and professional advice in your
own home for:

* Wills
* Lasting Powers of Attorney
* Probate assistance

01424 815203 [ 07802 280 828

lyn@lyncookeassociates.com

Lyn Cooke Associates, Hedgerows,
72 Lower Waites Lane, Fairlight,
East Sussex, TN35 4DD

APS Legal & Associates complies with the Trading Standards
Institute Approved IPW Code of Practice
egistered in England and
15627636

A Bundle of Winter Wrens

By Kerry Williams: Communications
Officer - Conservation, Sussex
Wildlife Trust

Someone once told me if you think
you’ve seen a mouse it’s probably a
Wren. These diminutive brown
birds make a habit of hopping about
the undergrowth in stop-motion
fashion, feeding on insects, spiders,
and occasionally berries and

seeds. Despite being the UK’s most
numerous breeding bird, they can
be inconspicuous.

The similarity promptly ends when
they open their mouth. Though
weighing under 10g, the Wren’s voice is bold and loud; a long, high-pitched whistle and

trill, cutting through crisp morning air and reaching above that of larger songsters. If you
watch a Wren singing, you’ll notice the effort on its small body - beak wide and tail upturned.

Wren and blossom c. Roger Wilmshurst SWT

Woodland understory is an ideal nesting habitat for Wrens, and males establish clear territories
in early spring, using that powerful voice. They build five or even six nests to try and attract a
female and will aggressively deter other males that dare approach. However, when the chill of
winter comes around, the male changes his tune. A balmy summer of successful shouting may
have shown that a tiny body is no barrier to being heard, but it won’t help with heat loss on
cold nights. So, the male starts collecting bedfellows. Flitting out on short trips, he again
utilises his song, letting females and other males know they are welcome to join him for a
platonic sleepover, starting after dusk and ending before dawn.

“Oh, that stuff | said in spring? Water under the bridge.”

They gratefully accept, bundling into moss and leaf-lined woven grass, squidging tiny wings and
bellies together to make room for just one more. Beaks in, bums out. Most consist of

small gatherings, but records of dozens have been logged, and one count in the 1960s numbered
61 Wrens. Not just super cute, the warmth-sharing of these communal roosts might be
lifesaving. Although as anyone who shares a bed will know, there can be a waste of

energy caused by the wriggling of others. Shuffling for space, preening, defecating in the roost;
entirely unacceptable sleepover etiquette.

When warmer days thankfully return it’s back to spring rules, and the male begins to banish
other males from the roost, cosy winter cuddles forgotten until the cold starts to nip around
tiny feet once more. Next time you hear a winter Wren having a good yell, be

sympathetic. It’s survived the night, thank goodness, but it’s had a terrible night’s sleep.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for everyone who cares about nature in
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people for over half a century to make
Sussex richer in wildlife. We rely on the support of our members. Please consider joining
us. Your membership will help us challenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for more
than 30 nature reserves, and inspire the next generation about the wonders of the natural
world. It’s easy to join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
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Keith Cowper is a major contributor to the material we hold in ARC.
Despite now living many miles away, Keith still visits the village
Archive s \ regularly and has a lot of family ties in the area. He has kindly written
o N down some of his memories which we hope you will enjoy reading about
in this, and one or two future issues of the magazine.

THEATRE IN PETT 1940 -1960

Theatre has been part of my DNA since my arrival on the planet in 1941, | think the germs of my
love for entertaining came from my Grandmother, Sarah Cowper who had a sweet singing voice.
In her young days she had auditioned for the Music Hall in Croydon when she was a nurse at
Croydon General Hospital. She was rescued from that “sad” fate by her parents, as her sister
Annie snitched on her before she had a chance to show them how good she was.

@ ArchiveResourceCentre@outlook.com

Towards the end of the Second War my great aunt Emily Thomas and her husband were living at
High Acre, opposite Lunsford Farm. Every Saturday morning a group of children from the village
would go to High Acre, the girls would learn sewing and the boys painting and gardening. As the
War was ending, Aunt Emmie decided she would put on a show for the kids to show their
parents what they had been doing, and after much rehearsal and learning of lines, the
pantomime Oranges and Lemons was to be performed upstairs at the Beach Club at Pett Level.

This was my first performance in front of
an audience, and | was dressed in a green
elf costume which | still have, and the
performance went ahead and was
enjoyed by the parents, there was a large
Christmas Tree all decorated and with
presents for us all. The photo on the left
shows (from left to right, Shirley Thorpe,
Hilary Webb, Ann Banger? Janet
Goodsell, Rosemary Cooke, Me, Benita
Stallard, David and Fay Griffen, and Valerie
Glazier).

Later, when | was at Pett School some
ladies from the WI, under the instruction of
Mrs Dorothy Law who lived at Fairlight and
came from a theatrical family in London,
staged annual pantomines in

Pett. Her son, John Law was with the Doyly Carte company for a while, he also wrote plays. Her
brother was Max Chappel from the well-known music publishers. So for some years there was a
pantomime at The Village Hall in Pett which everyone took part in. As | lived in Fairlight by this
time | was always in the audience, sitting at the back with my chair on a trestle table so | could
see the stage.

Mrs Law directed the productions and also played in them. Once she was the king!! Mrs Banger
gave solid performances at the music from the piano out front and her husband Len constructed
some great lighting, using large biscuit tins with bulbs and gels in them to change the colours.
A great feat!
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These productions were all very well
attended and became a part of the Old
Village Hall history.

When | was 10, | went to the Village Hall
to see a Variety Show put on by the
Rafonians Band. It was great listening to
the forties music they were playing. A
chap called Johnny Woodhams was the
MC; | would later work with him many
times in the Hastleons. He introduced a
couple who played accordion called Tina
and Tony. Tony was blind so his wife
would lead him on to the stage while they were playing their numbers. Another variety act was
a lady called Kathlyn Pickrell who sang a number holding a stuffed Pomeranian dog, the song
was called “Has anyone seen my Pom? My pom tiddly om pom pom pom!” . She received roars of
approval. | later knew Kathy in the Hastleons; she was quite old then and used to sell
programmes and would sit at the back of The White Rock Pavilion just loving the shows!

Another event at the Hall was when a
chap parked his van outside and set up
to show silent films. On the side of the
van was painted ‘Pettit’s Popular
Pictures’. A large group of people paid
to get a seat and we were regaled with
silent versions of Queen Victoria’s
funeral, Edward VII‘s funeral and sights
of London. In between the films, while
the next one was being set up, he
would recite some of his poems which
were very amusing!.

Another event was when the BBC set up a recording van outside the hall and they wanted to
record a programme called Mr and Mrs Britain, where couples from the village had to answer
questions on what their husband’s choice would be. My Aunt Emily and Uncle Frank were one of
the contesting couples, also my Uncle Reg and Aunt Lydia Cooke. | can’t remember who the
winner was and | don’t remember hearing the broadcast, if the programme ever was broadcast.
The Introducer was a man called Clay Keyes. | only know this because | have his signature in my
autograph book !!

Now in my teens it was time to meet
Dorothy Law again, this time with the
Pett Players. The first play | was in
was called Breath of Spring, by Peter
Coke, The play had received good
comments in London and my friend
Rose Hill (Allo Allo) had also played in
it. | played a Police Inspector who
was called to interview the ladies as
they were suspected of multiple 1
robberies in the town. It was a first for me and Mrs Law gave me good instruction in the art of
acting, e.g. don’t turn your back on the audience; speak out so the people in the back can
hear!!

Continued on page 27
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NEW CLIENTS

ENJOY A 20%

INTRODUCTOR'
DISCOUNT

- AND RECEIVE THE SAME
WHEN YOU REFER YOUR
FIRST FRIEND

HAIRSTYLIST & COLOURIST

HASTINGS, ST LEONARDS, RYE & BEYOND

LUXURY
HAIRDRESSING,
AT YOUR
DOORSTEP

With 30+ years of experience, Adem brings high-end salon expertise
straight to your home — or his private studio in Fairlight, if you prefer.

From his roots in the family salon to Art Director at the UK's first day-spa salon,
Cobella Akqa, he’s built a loyal following with his personalised cuts,
colour, and styling.

His work has spanned hair shows, TV, and editorial shoots—but his passion
lies in creating confidence-boosting hair for real people.

Now based between London and East Sussex, Adem is welcoming
new clients in Hastings, St Leonards, Rye and surrounding areas.

Ready for salon-quality hair at home?
Book your appointment today
and let Adem bring the style to you

07970 978 890 | ADEM.ALPAY@ME.COM
ADEMALPAY.COM®

Because every client is unique, pricing is tailored to suit your individual needs.
Bespoke quotes can be discussed during your initial consultation.
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*Please note: the price list shown online reflects London rates

Continued from page 25

The next offering was an evening of
three one Act plays; The first one was
called “Home of Genius” written by Zoe
Vahey, which told the story of a lost
family member returning to his family of
artists. | was the son and Lorna, (Zoe’s
daughter), was the daughter. Gertrude
Barlow was the mother, and Muriel
Turner was the sister.

The second play was about a young boy
wanting to see a movie, the boy was
played by my young brother, Colin
Shearer whose one line was “l want to see the man hanging!”

Another interesting play was The Blue Goose where | first met Peter and Pam
Oldfield. They were both schoolteachers and we had a good friendship. Later Pamela became a
successful writer with many books on her list. Peter moved to Australia.

The Cast from left to right. Zoe Vahey, KC, Muriel Turner, William Digby, Arthur Thorpe, Gertrude Barlow, Pam
and Peter Oldfield. An interesting production to be part of, and I got to play piano in it!

When | was helping to run the Methodist Church Youth Club, we were short of funds but wanted
to buy a record player. | wrote and produced a Rock Panto based on Cinderella and we
performed it at the Village Hall. We made the princely sum of £17.50 which was enough to buy
a record player for the club.

So, from Pett Players | moved on to appearing in 40 musicals all over the country, then went
into films and worked on all the Harry Potter films for Warner Bros and finally retired at the age
of 83, after working for six years on the TV show Eastenders. So, it all came from that first little
panto at the Beach Club Pett Level and | hope that Grandma Sarah Payne Cowper would have
been proud of me!

By Keith Cowper

27




1

EVENTS VEL

Tel: 01424 402040
Mob: 07850 237664

Local, Long Distance & Airports
1 to 8 Passengers
yww.events-travel.co.uk

FLEAS, WASPS, BEES,
RATS, MICE,
MOLES, PIGEONS

ROTHER PEST CONTROL

R.S.H. CERTIFICATED
&
General Property Maintenance
Fencing — Brickwork
Roofing

Mr. A.D. Benn

Tel: 01797 226778
Mobile: 07739 174552

Funnell
S

Perring
SOLICITORS

192-193 Queens Road Hastings
East Sussex TN34 1RG

EXPERIENCED ADVICEIN A

FRIENDLY CARING ATMOSPHERE

We specialise in:

Wills and Trusts
Conveyancing
Probate
Family Matters
Child Care Work
Court Work

Please contact us on
01424 426287/437081
for more information

email: law@funneliperring.co.uk

Cltelly addicts

Your Local Satellite Installer and TV
Aerial Engineer

Telly Addicts install & setup satellite
equipment in your home, from Sky TV to
Freeview. Single and multi-room satellite

installations.

We are based in Hastings and cover East
Sussex from Eastbourne to Ashford.

Contact: Bruce Rigglesford

07973 263652

info@tellyaddicts.co.uk

www.tellyaddicts.co.uk
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PETT WI

Happy New Year to everyone!

As | write this there is snow on the ground, bright blue sky and the temperature this morning
was -6C! It is beautiful out there but so cold. It seems hard to cast my mind back to November
when we had an excellent meeting. We began with a short tribute to our oldest member Emmie
Tasker who had died shortly before. Friends put a posy of flowers on her chair in her memory.
She had had an amazing life and was a Holocaust survivor, being hidden by brave people as a
child in Holland. She will be very much missed.

Our meeting then continued with a talk from an NHS representative, Cindy Cavie on how to get
the best out of the NHS in this area. She is from the People and Communities team and her job
is to try and make the NHS accessible to everyone. She gave us a bag of useful handouts and
had us doing simple but effective exercises to keep us fit and mobile. A fun evening and to be
recommended for other groups.

After refreshments, we had an update on our fundraising for the year which has been hugely
successful. The Spring and Winter Fairs had raised a huge amount of money. Add to that our
donations of money and goods to Rye Food Bank and we now have to register as a charity
because we raise over £5000 a year. This is only achieved by all the hard work and generosity of
all the members of Pett WI. You really are a wonderful group of women!

Our December meeting had a very different mood. This time a relaxing evening with plenty of
time to chat and refreshments and the Pett Slip Buoys started us off with some of their sea
shanties. They were in great form and were very entertaining. We'd like to pass on our thanks
to them and we were able to give them a generous donation to say thank you.

There was a more serious discussion on the WI’s decision to exclude trans women from the
organisation. The organisation felt they had no option because of the change in the law. The WI
had previously always welcomed trans women as it has always been very inclusive for all
women. A few points were raised and Sheila our Secretary, agreed to raise them with the WI.

Christmas wishes and greetings were expressed to everyone at the end of the meeting.

Sally Watson
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Swedish Massage
Hot Stones Therapy
Reflexology
Daon Turner qndian Head Massage
Traditional Usui Reiki

Home Visits and Gift Vouchers Available

1 Watermill Lane
Pett, East Sussex
TN35 4HZ
01424 812740 / 07901 591696
dawnannturner@jicloud.com
massagehastings.com

Registered member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists

BRAMLEY & TEAL
HOLIDAY COTTAGES

Join our fantastic collection
of properties in Kent & Sussex

Do you currently own a property in Kent or Sussex, with a view to venturing into the holiday letting business?
We've got a dedicated team ready to help you, and help make a success of your property!

www.bramleyandteal.co.uk

Partofthe £ aaviLcuarmen
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THE HAPPY HOME
i Feng | SORTING OUT YOUR SPACE

)k S h u | There are welcoming signs of early Spring appearing all around
us. Snowdrops and primroses are in flower and the sweet fragrance
. e of Mimosa blossom in a vase beside me is inspiring my thoughts as
L IVI n g | write this article. What better time to start doing some Spring
cleaning and clutter clearing.

We all tend to accumulate all manner of objects that we hold on to, just in case they might
come in useful at some time. Mostly they are never needed. In which case, just let them go. It
is as simple as that. Clearing clutter is a really effective way to revamp your life.

A fundamental Feng Shui principle is that you only have around you things that

you cherish, use and need, and not undermined by stuff that bogs you down energetically or
physically. Anything unsupportive or unused constitutes clutter, particularly if it has been
there for some time. There may be items that are really just junk or objects that

are congesting a space. Or it could be unwanted presents, or sentimental items that create
emotional baggage. Things that have become chipped or broken fit into this category, so it is
crucial to repair them or throw them away. The same principles apply throughout your living
space, home office, loft, basement, external buildings, and garden.

You will definitely feel liberated and fresher when you let go of clothes, shoes and accessories
that you no longer enjoy wearing. Children’s toys, books and clothes they have grown out

of are always welcome at charity shops. Why not make a gift to someone else who will
appreciate them. Plants that are no longer looking healthy have to go now too. New ones will
bring fresh vitality into your surroundings. In whatever form and for whatever reason, clutter is
always a drain on your energy, health and desired ambitions. So why keep it hanging around
you?

Get Going

Now comes the best part, grab some bin bags and start decluttering! Systematically scrutinise
every surface and crevice and check inside cupboards and drawers, room by room. Turn

out whatever does not make your life feel happy and productive, definitely anything connected
with upsets, negative experiences and unpleasant past relationships. It

also means those lingering piles of things that you, or someone else, meant to clear

out sooner but did not get round to doing, as well as items that have made a temporary home
on the floor, stuffed under beds and into spare corners, or obstruct a room’s entrance. The
atmospheric stagnation that they cause will have a lethargic, draining effect on you too. For the
same reason try to keep dirty laundry in the bathroom or utility room, rather than in

bedrooms and living areas, and close the door to contain that energy in there.

Particularly if you juggle family demands or work from home, clutter gets in the way, and it
holds you up while you search for things. A little re-organisation will help a lot to create a
calmer space, clear your mind, and improve your efficiency. In your workspace, keep old
papers and everything relating to finished projects as far away as possible from current work to
make way for new business. Remove any papers relating to unsuccessful work projects
or troublesome accounts, they will continue to produce a negative energy that
can undermine your progress. On your desktop only have your current work visible. Put it away
and tidy up at the end of each day.

Continued on page 33
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ROYAL OAK

FREE HOUSE PETT

February Live Music
Sundays @ 4:30pm
1*: The Rufus Stone Band
8™ Eazy Tyger
15™: The Nigel Bagge Band
22" The ‘King Band

i

CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
v, Wednesday 4™ and 18™
A\

In aid of Hastings and Rother Samaritans
8pm start ~ Teams up to 6 ~
£2.50 per person

:’ / L
Dates for your Diary:

o Valentines: Saturday 14™ February
Mondays 4-g*pm Mother’s Day: Sunday 15" March
*Subject to stock availability BOOK now to avoid disappointment!
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www.royaloakpett.com ~ 01424 812515 ~ @royaloakpett
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Continued from page 31

Storage Solutions

Creative storage solutions include using attractive decorative baskets, lidded boxes and colour-
coordinated folders, preferably clearly labelled for easy access, whilst art portfolios can be a
useful solution for collections and irregular shaped items. Wardrobe space can be optimised by
rolling up various clothing items and stacking them. Make use of irregular or recessed spaces by
introducing shelving and cupboards.

Clutter Clearing Tips
Here are five simple tried-and-tested tips:
e Whenever you add an object to your possessions, a magazine to a pile, or a sheet of
paper to a file, a good plan is to throw out a minimum of two others.
e  Start small - for example, start with shelves, drawers, cupboards or wardrobes, then
toiletries, books and papers etc, choose whichever order will work best for you.
¢ Ask yourself, ‘Does this item give me fulfilment, do | treasure it, does it serve my
needs now or for my future benefit?’ If not, let it go.
*  Make a deadline - it helps you focus and get more cleared in the time you can spare.
Once you make a start, you will feel the enthusiasm to tackle more.
e After you have cleared out each area, open the windows and doors to bring fresh air
and new energy in.
More tips - www.fengshui-living.com/clutter-management
An inspiring read - The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying by Marie Kondo

Positive Gains

Life flows more easily when everything in your surroundings has a joyful, pleasing, and
purposeful role. Positive outcomes are more likely to happen when you create a space for the
goals you want to achieve. Don't be surprised to find that prospects improve and

family relationships become more harmonious. Maybe you will also find that you want

to rearrange your furniture or introduce new colours. Follow your instincts and you will not go
wrong.

Warm wishes

Sylvia

Sylvia Bennett

Accredited Feng Shui Master
Architectural Design Consultant
Holistic Therapist

www. fengshui-living.com
+ 44 (0)7779 139187
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Yoga for All with Robin

in Fairlight End Garden, Pett Village Hall, and Fairlight End
Studio, Pett

Enhance your fitness AND your sense of calm and well-being in
beautiful surroundings

Classes will be held in Fairlight End Garden when weather allows, and
in Pett Village Hall and Fairlight End Studio when i ! “

Classes.are Mondays 6-7.30 pn;end Thursdays 9.30-11 am. '

For more details or to book a place
contact robm@roblghuﬂyoga co.uk or text 0744
‘on https: .robinhu

Private and home training also undertaken
“International Yoga Alliance Diploma and Premier Training International Diploma. 10 years' teaching experience.

Regularly Changing Guest

Ales

N Weekly and Monthly Social

BEACH Events
CLUB

Regular Live Music

‘/\V Free Venue Hire to Members

Free Wi-Fi

Bar & Kitchen on the Beach
Home of the New Beach Sea Angling Club

Annual Membershi
Pett Level, Hastlngs, TN35 4EH Ba—————
info®@then h uk New Members:
01424 812080 Individual: £32, Joint: £52
Existing Members:
www.thenewbeachclub.co.uk Individual: £30, Joint: £50

Facebook.com/ newbeachclub
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Nature Notes by Alan Kenworthy

As | write this in mid-January, it is cold, wet and
dull outside. | should be out there as well, pruning
the apple tree and the quince, but staying warm
and dry inside has taken priority this morning.

But what of those plants | should be out
there dealing with? They have no option to move
somewhere warmer or brighter, they just have
to stay where they are and take whatever weather
is thrown at them. So, are they unhappy? Of
course not, that would be to put our human
emotions onto an organism that has no central
nervous system to feel such emotions. Does the
plant ‘know’ that it is cold and wet and
dull? Absolutely. It ‘knows’ because as soon as it
gets warmer and brighter, it will accelerate growth
and prepare for flowering and will also accelerate the take-up of water by its roots.

That plants are able to sense their surroundings has been known for as long as
horticulture has been around. Gardeners and farmers know how to keep their plants ‘happy’ by
removing threats and providing a nutritious soil. (I’m being careful with words like ‘happy’ and
‘know’ because they suggest a human-like consciousness that plants don’t have.) There has
been a lot of research about what plants can and cannot sense recently, and it turns out that
their ability to sense their environment goes far beyond our simple touch, sight, sound, etc.
Plants can sense when they are cut or chewed. If a hungry caterpillar munches the leaves of a
tree, the tree will respond by increasing the levels of tannin in its leaves. That may not stop
the caterpillar from munching, but it may mean that it must use more energy to find another
leaf or branch with tastier leaves, which will reduce its chances of survival. In some cases, it
has been found that not only does the tree respond by increasing tannins, but also by releasing
volatile chemicals that can be caught by the breeze and sensed by neighbouring trees to enable
them to mount their own defences.

That plants can make their leaves bitter and detect volatile chemicals correspond well
with our own senses of taste and smell, but what about sight? Plants can’t see, can
they? Well, you may possibly have seen pictures looking up into a forest canopy, which show a
line of clear sky where the branches and leaves of neighbouring trees don’t quite meet. For
neighbouring trees, there is no advantage to crossing the space between themselves because
one would shade out the other, and the other would respond accordingly. So how do they
‘know’ when to stop that particular branch from growing, and how do they even ‘know’ that
there is another tree there, anyway?

That scientists have detected light-sensitive cells on the leaves of plants is really
not that surprising. Plants that are in shade will naturally grow towards the light so that their
chlorophyll can produce the sugars that the plant requires to grow. A chap called
Gotlieb Haberlandt, an Austrian, published a book called The Light Sensing Organs of Leaves in
1905. The book was extensively referenced by the scientist Francis Darwin - yep, son of Charles
Darwin. | think I’ve written in this column before about the South American
vine Boquila trifoliata that changes the shape of its leaves to match the shrub that it is
climbing through - an ability that goes beyond mere sight.

The fact that plants can sense their neighbours in some way is well established. It has
also been established that plants of the same species planted together don’t compete with each
other. But bizarrely, it has been found that seeds taken from the same plant, planted together,
actively cooperate with each other.

So, next time you save your peas and beans for the following year’s crop, make a note
of which pod they came from and plant them together - you may get a bigger crop!
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Boilers & Plumbing Services

For all plumbing
services from air source
heat pumps to tap
repairs, boilers and
heating system repairs

Gas safe registered

Andy Goodsell
4 Rectory Park, Pett Rd, Pett

07809 573389

Alan Danskin Maintenance & Restoration

Your local Handyman

Tiling & Flooring
Decorating
Flat Packs & Shelving
No Job Too Small

A professional, reliable & friendly
service

25 years experience
Fully insured

Free Estimates
Call Alanon 07748 692168

P.J. Turner

ALLASPECTS OF
TREE WORK
CONTRACTOR
MOWING - LOGGING
FENCING

FREE
ESTIMATES

07816 285618
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Food Intolerance Testing

Are you suffering with IBS, Headaches,
Bloating, Stomach Pains and Fatigue?

These are just a few of the symptoms caused
by food intolerances.

| can carry out a pain free, non-invasive test to
help pinpoint potentially harmful foods.

Please have a look at my reviews on Trustpilot
‘Sarah Bragoli Food Intolerance Testing’

Don’t delay, book today!

enquires@sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk
07810 044750
www.sarahbragoli-fit.co.uk

Based in Friars Hill, Guestling

Saturday 25th July 2026

a7 Hoping everyone had a Merry Christmas and wishing all a

PETT F belated Happy New Year.
S & FAYRE

The Flower Show Committee has begun 2026 by planning for the show schedule and by
picking a suitable theme - 100 years of Television - first viewed in 1926. This theme should
give plenty of scope for imagination in many of the classes. We are full of hope for fabulous
weather in the summer and thus for the show, which will again be held at Pett Village Hall.

Our 2025 Show was a financial success, so the Committee are making donations to local good
causes in recognition of the support given to the Flower Show. We still welcome requests, so
please contact the Chair, Philippa M Strickland, pstrickl@icloud.com, or our Hon. Sec. Louise
Bowles, lou.bowles192@gmail.com. The Committee will make a decision on which organisations
should receive a donation and how much each donation will be. Their choices will be
announced at the AGM in early March.

We are pleased to announce that Sarah will be selling our Flower Show tea towels at The Old
Butcher’s Shop. An ideal gift as a reminder of our super village event.

Philippa M Strickland, Chairman P&DHS

(" )
Toby Sims

Gardever

‘Flowers always make people better, happier, and more
helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine for the soul”

Luther Burbank

07905 019168 @ sims.toby@gmail.com

- >
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=" ORDER ONLINE Hﬁm
B, for home delivery ‘ p B -
to TN31, TN34, TN35, PETT-=
% TN36, TN37 & TN38
or Click & Collect

A family-run sustainable Butcher
in Pett serving locally-reared beef,
lamb and free-range pork.

01424 812148 Puus

shop@oldbutcherspett.co.uk Lscal proxtaos e g
: * Local uce from dairy and bakery
Pett Road, Guestling, TN35 4EX 10 seasonal frult and vegetables

oldbutcherspett.co.uk

Follow us for updates, offers & promotions * General groceries
@oldbutcherspett * Newspapers and stamps

KR WINDOWS LTD

Installers of Rehau u.p.v.c and Smart Aluminum

Conservatories Aluminum bi folds
Porches Handles
Windows Hinges
Doors Sealed Units

Solidor and rock door composite doors
All work Guaranteed. Over 20 years Experience.
Fensa Registered Company
Call Kev for a free estimate and advice on:

07970 207914

kevinross969@hotmail.com

The
WO Sawyers

Pub ¢ Restaurant « Bed & Breakfast

A family-run.freehouse offering
superb real ales & seasonal menus
with fresh local produce

+© operibie

Diners’
Choice

2025

tripadvisor*
00000
Bed and Breakfast

Pett Road, Pett, Hastings, TN35 4HB D
01424 812255 // BOOK ONLINE O @TwoSawyers
twosawyers.co.uk @twosawyerspett
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with Confidence

With 30 years of experience, 7 offices, and expert local

knowledge, we connect sellers with serious buyers to achieve
the best price for your property quickly and professionally.

Your Trusted
Partner in Selling
Your Property

01424 442 443
01424 225 588
01797 224 000
01424 774 440

o @ @rushwittwilson

www.rushwittwilson.co.uk

Since 1993, we've been helping people successfully
sell their homes across 1066 Country and the
Weald of Kent. Our deep local roots and decades
of experience ensure your property is marketed to
the right buyers with expert support every step of
the way.

01797 253 555
01580 762 927
01424 446 916
01424 430 01

1266 relocation
Country agent network

Pett Village Hall Activities

Monday

Doctor Surgery
Bluebells Playgroup
Table Tennis

Yoga

Tuesday

Doctor Surgery

Pilates

The Hill Surgery Prescription Service
Yoga

Wednesday
Pett Painters
Dance Fitness

Thursday

Doctor Surgery

Pole dancing

The Hill Surgery Prescription Service
Art

Short Mat Bowls (In season)

Fitness Pilates

Lindy Hop

Friday
Badminton

9.00am-1.00pm
9.30-11.00am
4.00-5.30pm
6.00-7.30pm

9.00am-5.30pm
8.30-9.30am
12-12.45pm
6.30pm

2.00-4.00pm
6.00-7.30pm

9am-5.30pm
9.45-10.45am
12-12.45pm
12-3.00pm
3.15-5.15pm
6.30-7.15pm
7.30-10pm

10.00am-12pm

For details of who runs each class and how to join see our website - www.pettvillagehall.co.uk

For bookings of the hall please contact Clare at clare@pettvillagehall@gmail.com Telephone
07718 518053. Doctor's appointments can only be made by contacting The Hill Surgery direct.

>00 CLUB

Draw Date: 7t" January 2026

YETTY
VILLAGE
HALY

1st;  Angela Hawksley
2"d: David Lambert

3rd; Stella Dunn
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The
Highest Quality
Eyewear

Competitively Priced

Frames: Traditional & Designer
Lenses: Single Vision, Bifocal & Varifocal,
Clear, Transitions and Polarised
Computer Glasses

Phone for an appointment - Please bring your prescription

EYEMASTERS

01424 316 117

Inishwood, Pett Road,
Pett, East Sussex,
TNJ5 4HB

Email
richard@eyemasters.co.uk

www.evemasters.co.uk

Pett Village Hall is a Registered Charity in England and Wales No 1005693

Hannington Gilbert & Co Ltd

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electrical Contractors

V.. Serving your community for 60 years W ECA
Y, ' ¥ Advice and estimates free of charge

2025 RECCY

All Electrical Work Undertaken: - ——

LED Lighting / Electrical Inspections / Fire Alarms
EV Chargers / CCTV / Solar PV & Battery Storage

APPROVED
CONTRRCTOR

TRUSTMARKS

info@hanningtongilbert.co.uk

01424 428696
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www.hanningtongilbert.co.uk

Environment
W Agency

FEBRUARY 2026 RYE (HARBOUR)

HEIGHTS ABOVE ORDNANCE DATUM (NEWLYN)
High Water
Date Morning Afternoon
Time m Time m
1 SUO 1050 33 2309 35
2 M 137 35 2352 38
3 TU 1218 35
4 W 00 29 3.9 1252 35
5 TH 0106 3.9 1327 35
6 F 0141 38 1400 33
7 SA 0216 35 1435 3.0
8 Su 02 49 31 s1 26
9 M ( 0325 28 1554 23
10 TU 041 23 16 56 1.9
" w 0520 1.9 1813 1.7
12 TH 06 44 1.7 1934 18
13 F 08 04 1.9 2042 20
14 SA 09 07 23 2135 25
15 SuU 0953 26 2214 3.0
16 M 1031 3.0 2250 33
17 TU @ 1106 33 2325 35
18 W 142 35 2359 38
19 TH 1215 35
20 F 00 31 3.9 1246 36
21 SA 0104 4.0 1319 3.6
22 su 0139 4.0 1357 35
23 M 0219 38 1438 33
24 TU D 0303 33 1529 26
25 W 03 59 26 16 41 20
26 TH 0527 22 1833 1.9
2 F 0723 20 2009 20
28 SA 08 52 25 2121 26

Time Zone UT (GMT)
ADD 1 HOUR BETWEEN 31 MARCH & 26" OCTOBER TO ADJUST TO BST

Customer service line Incident hotline Floodline

03708 506 506 0800 80 70 60 . o 0345 998 1188
Crown Copyright and / or database rights. Reproduced with the permission of Her Majesty’s

stationary office and the UK Hydrographic office. www.ukho.gov.uk LIT6460 SE/EAD/0121/E/V1
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OUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES & CONTACTS

Recreation ground and play area (except the bowling green, sports pavilions, tennis|PPC
icourts and cricket pitch which are leased to the Pett Sports Association)

Defibrillator and phone kiosk opposite the Royal Oak PPC
War memorial at Pett Church PPC
ISeveral roadside benches, noticeboards, and village signs PPC
Website (PettNet); Pett & Pett Level News Magazine PPC
Roads (inc Road Markings, Road Signs, Drains, Potholes, fallen trees) ESCC
Verges & Footpaths ESCC
Planning (applications, decisions, appeals, etc) RDC
Refuse & Recycling RDC
Fly-Tipping & Pollution RDC
Dog & Pest Control RDC
Beach Bye-Laws RDC
ISea Wall at Pett Level EA

PETT PARISH COUNCIL (PPC)

In addition to the above responsibilities PPC can also provide a parish wide view
lon planning applications. PPC may be able to help you find out who to contact if
lyou have a problem, can help escalate if your problem is not being dealt with,
land can assist in lobbying the relevant authorities in the event of continued
poor service.

SEI2
58

ICOUNCILLORS
lAlan Crouch (Vice-Chair) 01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk
IAndrew Dunlop 01424 813368  cllr.andrew.dunlop@pettnet.org.uk
Al Evans cllr.al.evans@pettnet.org.uk
Richard Homewood cllr.richard.homewood@pettnet.org.uk
IGeorge Locke cllr.george.locke@pettnet.org.uk
IAndrew Norcott 07802 729412 cllr.andy.norcott@pettnet.org.uk
David Penfold (Chair) 01424 813003 cllr.david.penfold@pettnet.org.uk
PARISH CLERK
IMary Philo 01797 270790 clerk@pettnet.org.uk

Island Cottage, Swan Street, Wittersham, Kent, TN30 7PH
ITREE WARDEN
Marcus Foster 07812 024070 mail@marcus-foster.com
FLOOD WARDEN
lAlan Crouch 01424 813145  cllr.alan.crouch@pettnet.org.uk

EAST SUSSEX COUNCIL (ESCC)

www. eastsussexhighways.com/report-a-problem

0345 6080190;  www.eastsussex.gov.uk

ICouncillor Keith Glazier 07957 377844
cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk

East Sussex
County Council

N

22 ¢

THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA)
103708 506 506

Environment
LW Agency
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ILLAGE CONTACTS
IARC Paul Petley 07818 014610 archiveresourcecentre@outlook.com
Badminton Wendy Petley 07813 633013 ttbadpett@outlook.com
Bowls Club Mary Saint 813047 mary@saintfamily. net
British Legion Brian Green 812450 toffee35@gotadsl.co.uk
Cricket Club Andrew Dunlop 813368
IDance Fitness Laura Mitchell 07527 105352 lauramitchellé@sky.com
IFlower Show Philippa Strickland 814384 pstrickl@icloud.com
Gardening Club Bob Harris 07947 184176 bob.june@btopenworld.com
Guardians of Pett Mike Wilkins 07710 080148
Churchyard
Churches in Pett and
Pett Level John Case 07536 998530 churchwardenforpett@gmail.com
- Friends Heather Godwin 07977 100296
IPett Level Preservation Theresa Noutch 814370 theresanoutch@aol.com
Trust
Pilates Belinda Weber belinda.weber9@gmail.com
Fitness Pilates Susan Trimmer susantrimmerfitness@gmail.com
IPole Dancing Jane Baldwin 07403 256148 jane@mrzen.co.uk
IPVH Committee pettvillagehall.co.uk
Seaside Stitchers Donna Gilbert 812185 donnagilbert1@sky.com
Short Mat Bowls Brenda Kirkham 07444 008034 beekirkham@btinternet.com
Stoolball Janet Fuller 01303 873227
Table Tennis Alan Kenworthy 07835 112566 ttbadpett@outlook.com
Tennis Club Stuart Ware 07971 662068 petttennisclub@gmail.com
ctivate Youth Club ~ Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Village Voices Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Wi WI Secretary Pettwi1917@gmail.com
Yoga Class Robin Hutt 813182 robinhutt@btinternet.com
OOMS FOR HIRE
ethodist Chapel Wendy Hatch 812297 familyhatch1@gmail.com
Sports Pavilion Stuart Ware 07971 662068 sjw@meadowshed.co.uk
Village Hall Clare Walker 07718 518053 clare.pettvillagehall@gmail.com
lew Beach Club 812080 info@thenewbeachclub.co.uk
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IMEDICAL, CRISIS SUPPORT & ANIMAL WELFARE Pett  Guestling » Ore o Hastings 347
Hospitals & GP Surgeries
Conquest & Eastbourne Hospitals 0300 131 4500 Sch Hols Hols Sch
Harold Road Surgery 01424 720878 Pett Chick Hill 0819 0826 1012 1217 1402 1542 1547 0826 1402
Hastings Old Town Surgery 01424 452800 e g Groen Schoch e e 2 e
Guestling The White Hart 0834 0834 1020 1225 1410 1550 1555 0834 1410
Ore The King's Head 0838 0838 1024 1229 1414 1554 1559 0838 1414
Other Numbers: Ore Post Office 0840 0840 1026 1231 1416 1556 0840 1416
'Samaritans 116 123 Milward Road Manor Road 0845 0845 1030 1235 1420 1600 0845 0952 1157 1420 1522

Citizens Advice 03444 111 444 Hastings Queens Road % W 1035 1240 1425 1605 w0957 1202 1425 1527
Hastings Harold Place 0849 0849 0849

RSPCA Emergency Services 0300 1234 999 ::i:;in:: gril Station + 0851 0851 b 0851

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBRILLATORS Fairli:h( Cove Hotel 1609
Pett Level 1615

There are no Sunday or Bank Holiday buses on route 347.

Pett Level - Pett Level Independent Rescue Boat Boathouse

Hols - This bus journey runs on Mondays to Fridays during school holidays only.

Pett Level - The New Beach Club

Sch - This bus journey runs on schooldays only.

Pett - Telephone box opposite The Royal Oak on Elms Lane

BUS TIMETABLES: 347 and 101

Hastings ® Ore ¢ Guestling o Pett 347
[ MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS wxceptBankoigas ___ Jsawmoas |

Hastings Rail Station = Stop E

Queens Road opp. Priory Meadow Stop
Milward Road Manor Road

Ore Post Office

Ore The King's Head

Guestling The White Hart

Guestling School

Pett Church

Pett Chick Hill

Hols Sch

1330 1510 1510
N 0945 1150 1335 1515 1515 1640 1740
0950 1155 1340 1520 1520 1645 1745

0955 1200 1345 1525 1525 1750
0957 1202 1347 1527 1527 1752
1001 1206 1351 1531 1531 1756
v v W Ww 1534 A
1006 1211 1356 1536 1542 1801
1009 1214 1359 1539 1545 1804

1330 1510

0945 1150 1335 1515 1640 1740
0950 1155 1340 1520 1645 1745

1345 1750
1347 1752
1351 1756
v b
1356 1801
1359 1804

Timetables are subject to change

Check before you travel

Visit: www.stagecoachbus.com or download the Stagecoach app to view live bus times

or call them on

0345 241 8000
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Notes |MF " Journey runs Mondays to Fridays only

Rye | Fairlight | Hastings | Conquest Hospital 101
. from 3 September 2023
Pett - Village Hall Mondays to Saturdays except public holidays Sundays and public holidays

Notes MF  Sch SSH NR NR NR NR
Rye Rail Station Stand A 0654 0748 0756 0856 Then 56 1756 1856 2154 1034 1234 1434 1634
EMERGENCY CONTACTS FOR UTILITIES Winchelses Beach Caravan Park 0704 0759 0BO7 0907 every 07 1807 1907 2205 1045 1245 1445 1645
Pett Level Canal Bank 0708 0803 081 09N hour 1 |1 19N 2209 1049 1249 1449 1649
Fairlight Cove Commandars Walk 074 0809 OB17 09177 at 7 until 1817 1917 2215 1055 1255 1455 1655
. . Fairlight Coastguard Lane 0720 0815 0823 0923 these 23 1823 1923 2221 101 1301 1501 1701
GAS LEAKS National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999 Ore CoOp 0726 GG 0828 0928 times 28 1828 1928 2226 1106 1306 1506 1706
POWER CUT UK Power Networks 105 Hastings Railway Station  arrive 0740 0852 0843 0943 43 1843 1943 2241 n23 1323 1523 1723
. Bohemia Road Fire Station - - - - - - 1947 - 128 1328 1528 1728
WATER LEAK Southern Water emergency service 0800 820 999 Sitverhill Fillng Station® — . A bt i e
Harrow Lane Ashdown House - - - - - - - n37 1337 1537 W37
Conquest Hospital - - - - - - - 142 1342 1642 1742

* Buses terminating at Silverhill stop in Chatham Road

Sch  Journey runs schooldays only @8 Serves Guestling Green School at 0830 and Ore Post Office at 0B38.

SSH Journey runs on Saturdays and school holidays only

Mondays to Saturdays except public holidays

Conquest Hospital 2045
Harrow Lane Ashdown House 20851
Silverhill London Road 2057
Bohemia Road Fire Station 2101
Hastings Railway Stn stop F - 0747 0847 0949 Then 49 1749 1855 2106
Ore CoOp 0711 0802 0902 1004 every 04 1804 19056 216
Fairlight Coastguard Lane 0715 0806 0906 1008 hour 08 1808 1909 2120
Fairlight Cove Commanders Walk 0721 0812 0912 10M at W until 1814 1915 2126
Pett Level Canal Bank 0727 0818 0918 1020 these 20 1820 1921 2132
Winchelsea Beach Caravan Park 0731 0822 0922 1024 times 24 1824 1925 2136
Rye Rail Station 0743 0834 0934 1036 36 1836 1937 2148

For other buses between Rye and Hastings, see timetable for route 100.
For other buses between Hastings and Conquest Hospital, see timetables for routes 28, 29 and 100.

|Sundays and public holidays
1045 1245 1445 1645
1049 1249 1449 1649
0856 1056 1256 1456 1656
0900 100 1300 1500 1700
0910 MO 1310 1510 1710
0923 123 1323 1523 1723
0927 m27 1327 1527 1727
0933 N33 1333 1533 1733
0939 MN39 1339 1539 1739
0945 1145 1345 1545 1745
0957 1S7 1357 1557 1757
NR NR NR NR NR

NR On Sundays, buses continue
to or from New Romney - see
route 100 timetable for full details|

Timetables are subject to change

Check before you travel

Visit: www.stagecoachbus.com or download the Stagecoach app to view live bus times or call

them on 0345 241 8000
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XY ' Pett WICAID :

Spring Fair
Saturday 11th April 2026
10am - 3pm

STALLS & REFRESHMENTS $ RAFFLE

Pett Village Hall, Pett, TN35 4HB

o

; FREE PARKING | FREE ENTRY
o Pett Village Fairs . PettWI.Fairs .*

All proceeds are donated to local charities
0‘ & | O“
'. W Al * S e o '.
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